 THE ISSUE: FUNDING HIGHER EDUCATION

. nzona has made enormous
“progress in bmldmg a mus-

cular university systen,
ur educatmn and econ-
omy " .

Our students benefit from -
highly rated programs, such as
Arizona State Umversxty's WP.'
- Caréy: School‘of Busmess, with'
five departments in the top'20° " -
‘rankings, of us. News and Worlc
Reports,* 2
Research dollars’ﬂo into'the
state, creatmg jobs and ‘sparking
' new-companies: ‘The University. of
Arizota consistently ranks in the "
top, three schools receiving com:
petitive grants from the Natxonal
Scierice Foundation.

“Rural areas get a boost ﬁ:om

Northem Arizona University’s sat-'

“ellite/programs: around the.state.
_One out of seven jobs n Coconmo
County is 1u1ked to NAU's, - pres-
ence there. v

* Now; the state- faces the worst
budget-crisis in its history, With:
huge revenue shortfalls, every part
of the budget will take  painful
“cuts, including university funding.
" But wehave to use a “knife’ Not -

arl'ax.
No one should minimize the
_challenge facing leglslators The -
gap-in the current year’s budget is.
around $1.6 billion, while the
éom budget hole could- push
3b .
'The balancmg act'is even har :
der because major-parts-of the -

$10 billion' budget are legally off- :

limits, University funding is the .’
one big area that's unprotected
The list of budget options fiom"
the ap&vropnat\ons ‘chairmen, Sen.”
Russell Pearce and Rep. John Ka-
vanagh, includes huge hits for the
‘universities. Lawmakers have

made ‘it clear that it's not a blue- .

print or a final plan. A lot of ne-
gotiation }ies ahead. ",

One point'i Clear: Adoptmg all®
of the proposed reductions is un-
acceptable. It would be recklessly *
shortsighted to undo all of Arizo-~
na’s progress in higher.education.”

NAU Presldent John Haeger, a
man not given to hyperbole, sees
‘the scale of the cuts as “cata-
strophic.” His university’s share of
this yepr’s proposed reductions, -
$31 million, equals the entire an--
nual operating budget of the WA,
“Franke College of Business plus
-the College of Education.

At ASU, President Michael |,
Crow warns that the- umversxty ’
. could be set back by decades. Its ™
_per-student state funding, $8,111
' in 2008, is already lower. than it
was two decades ago, onceiyou
, account for inflation. The propos-_
".al for 2010 would slash that
amount t0 $4;902, which is worth -
just $2,861 in 1989 dollars:

Systemwide, the package of

G

-+ called UA “critical” to his; compa-

P employees in "Tueson, The Jargest' *;

_still eatching up to places with

cuts would wipe out a quarter of -
state funding thisyear and more
than a third of state’ support in
2010,

} “Thé. reductlons look smallex 1f o

** measuredas a percentage of &
university’s total budget. But'’
that's completely misleading. Part
- of thé revenue represents the fi-.
nancial operatlons of dormitories »j
" bookstores'and other sélf:support;
ing activities. Other-funding, **" .
comes from restricted gifts. A big. ..
chunk flows from research grants,: -
legally dedxcated to partlcular
" projects. f

‘For example, research money
accounts. for $530 million of UA’s
$1.3 billion budget. And there’s a
flipside:. To have faculty members

who will bring in the big bucks,
- 'Arizona has to"pay their:bas
“salaries.

The universities are ready to.
contnbute to solving the budget
ciisis. “We will take our fair share.
of cuts,” says UA Presmlent Robert
" Shelton: .

" But they are also awtalpartof .
the solution on the bther side of
the ledger:'growing the economy

~..and creating jobs. -

Just ask-Tdylor Lawrence, pres--
ident of Raytheon Missilé Sys-
tems. Speaking Thursday before .
the Arizona Board of Regents, he '

“njs ability to-recruit and retain”

-employer in southern Arizons;

Raytheori has d workforce of

more than 11,000 and expects to

- hire: nearly 1,000 this year —

mostly engifteers, edining more:

., than twice the average salary in )

Arizona. Its employees look to

UA for advanced degrees, as well .~

as.their children’s: future educa-

tion. - -

Almost 100 years ago, as A!'l's

. zona-entered:the union, leaders -

"here reccg'nized that ‘crucial pub-

lic interest in-supporting higher-

education. That's ‘why the state

constitution requires our univer-,

sity system to be-“as nearly.freé.as .
ossible.” (The Board of Regents .
as stretched the definition abopt, " .

‘as far as possible, with tuition ris-

. Ing past $6,000 next year) - '

If the univérsities were critical -
to the state’s future then, they’r
‘indispensable now. - R
As the youngest state in-the .
continental United States, we are,

+/long-established hlgher-educatlon
institutions, while:also dealmg
with.rapid growth.
Arizonans need.to take a ‘thor-
ough look at the true impact of -
reducing university budgets. Leg— :
islators, regents and university of-
ficials need to set aside rhetoric
and discuss what cuts are possible
w1thout slxcmg throug




